igi8]                  HETERODOXY                     147
consumed by the men for whom they were intended.
Arab though he was, Feisal experienced the same
difficulty as we had experienced in Mesopotamia
when he tried to limit the amount for any one tribe
to anything like the correct figure. His position was
not strong enough for him to take a firm stand with
his adherents, who would have thought nothing of
turning upon him and worrying his communications
if he had tried to make their ration dependent on
their services. I told him once of my friends at
Nasiriyah and the success of a policy which I had
introduced there of issuing passes in proportion to
tribal quotas of labour, but he only laughed and
said " Mayasir" (Cannot be done).
Joyce was away, and we only stopped one night
at Base Headquarters before going up-country.
Leaving Wordie behind to talk to Scott and
Goslett, Lawrence, Dawnay, and I packed our-
selves next morning into two little Ford tenders, and
set out for Aba'l Lissan. Five miles of fair going
over the sand and pebbles of the Wady Araba took
us to the well at the mouth of the Wady Ittm,
which was the last water for thirty miles. After
filling up our fantasses and water-bottles we turned
into the pass, and ground and rattled our way up
the boulder-strewn track. It had been raining the
day before, and the wet drew out the many colours
of the hills on either hand. Veins of black basalt
running across the spurs of grey and rose-pink
granite glistened like watered silk in the morning
sun. The bottom of the gorge was in some places
only a few yards wide. Every now and then we
turned a corner where a low-lying spur jutted out
across the valley and offered an ideal rear-guard
position. At one of these places, one company